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NOTE FROM FRANCOISE REMINGTON

In 2011,FORGOTTEN CHILDREN celebrated its 1anniversary of
working for the rural poor in Kodaikanal, Tamil Nadu, India, in
collaboration with the Presentation Convent Sisters. To commemorate
the event, a celebration was held before a crowd of alumni, students,
and family members who gatheredtoiay hank you. 0 |

to be accompanied by two friends, Kathy Walsh (a Board Member) and
Catherine Gautier (a donor and childhood friend), during my monito
site visit.

During the yearforgotten Children sponsored t education of 50

girls from 617 years old, and two graduates who received a grant for a
two-year degree at a community college. The 50 girls, who belong to
the poorest strata of India sociegjthierDalit or Tribal), attend St.

Xavier Girls High Schoohmong1000 students. Our students are the
first ones in their families to finish high school. Many of the girls wol
have been married or working by the age of 15 without a grant. In
addition, two SeHHelp Groups were added this year: a woinagroup

ard a widows group. There are also four nielgroups who have joine
our project. We also sponsored the education of 5 primary school girls
with our partner, Sukrupa in Bangaldi&engaluru) in memory of our
deceased Board Member, Retired Rear Adnidaalid M. Stone.

Finally, Mr. Raveendraiannan received a grant to support his efforts
to educate students about environmental protection in the Palni Hills.
Please support our actions to make educational opportunities a reality
for poor children and to pride access to micfinance loans for

parents. Thank you again for your support and my best wishes for 2012.

11 YEARS IN KODAILKANAL
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Vinitha, 7 years old, comes
from a village. She is Dalit
Her mother is deaf and
dumb. Her father is an
abusive man. Vinitha
asledthe Sistersfishe
could come to their school
She is very goodt her
studies.

Read on for more details abontir accomplishments,our 2011 objectives, and ways
you can assistus in our advocacy, research, training and educational projects.

was
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OUR 2011STARSIN KODAIKANAL

K. Pappathj a Dalit studentis the first child to finish high schoai her family. She come
from a village far away frorkodaikanal.She received thhighestgradeon the sate
board exam. She would like todmme asocial worker.

Y

Poongavama Dalt student from a village ne&odaikana) lost her mother and raised | Pa[;athi

two brothersShe will be the first girl in hefamily to finish high school. The Sisters
advised her téinish her studies because she is very intelligent. To promote her studi
Poongavanstays at theonvent hostelShe sored more than 90% dhe state board
exam. She would like to be a secretary.

Punitha, alsoa Dalit from a nearby villagestogedgoing toschool to take care of her
sick mother. The Sisters helpp her mother and plac@dinitha in the hostel program. Th
Sisters gave Punitha clothes along wittuaket to wash them because sltermbt have
any material possessiarshe is doing well in schadHer ghoto is set forth oour

Publis her Book on F dacgRBoobkt en Chi |l drends

2011 SelHelp Group in Kodaikanal

Poonaavam

Gangai (whi ch mean shelpgroupcomposedof 14 womennkeanyémenths tieel
group saves $30.0@t the end ofts first yearof savingsthe groupchose the three most deserving
women for initial micrecredit loans:
1 ALFINA was abandonedy her husband. She wentroomau k t o
where she opened a sari shop;
1 SAROJAreceived a loan to pay for a medical procedure; and
T SlINAAassiimed a lnan tn nav far the ediication of her two children

Alfina welcomes visitors to her shop.
(From the left): C. Gautier, K. Walsh,
Al fina, her mother, a]

e ™

Gangai Self -Help Group

The average micrpan is $50; even a small donation to this program provides a valuable and renewable resource for a w
her family.
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In Kodaikanal, another new sditlp group was formed this year to meet the needs of the most vuli
women: widows and single mothers belonging to the Dalit social group. These women, who mus
outside of their social community, suffer fromisatah and poverty. The wi
only a means to improve their income, but also a place where they can find emotional support. V
one of the widows. Her neighbors do not talk to her because of a double social stigma: she is ad
Dalit. Thanks to the group, she was able to borrow money RORGOTTEN CHILDREN to repair
her hut which was destroyed in a wind storm. She cultivates a vegetable garden. At the beginnin
difficult for her to find buyers for her produce, but nelae goes to a Sunday market where people d
know her soci al background and are happy to
sponsored students.

Mlika an e childrh
DAVE STONE GRANT, SUKRUPA, BENGALURU

In Memory of Rear Admiral Dave Stong 5 young girls received an
education at Sukrupa School, Bengaluru (Bangal&g@KRUPA works
with deprived children and young adutbprovide a secure environment
schooling and skills training tat enable them to escape povestym life,
illiteracy, and ignorance.

A T DAVE STONE GRANTfor 2012has been awarded to Méannan
in partnership witlthe PalmHills Conservation Council. Kannan brings
great dedicatioand an abiding love of the environment and educatior
stimulating local high school studentsvimunteerby planting new

seedlings whilalsolearning about habitat enrichment prograbave a
great believer in education, was alw&y®wn to take on tough v~ 3

Y,
assgnments and achieve impressivansformational result . Students sponsored by the
Dave Stone Grant

Mr. Kannan is leading the way forward towards a heaijtlegn
environment through handas educational initiatives arsicial
responsibility. Thank you, MKannan for your tireless effortto affect
changé All the Best,FaithSt one o

© Catherine Gautier , 2011
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PALNI HILLS CONSERVATION COUNCIL

RaveendraKannan continues hableadvocacy work to protect the
environmentand to educate students abouHi. sent ufis news:

AThe Buardemsituhtdd ut th&entrance to the Law's Ghat Road | | ¢
thatleadsto Kodaikanalhasatree nursery with approximately Mr. Kannan and
75 speciesf nativetrees shrubsand flowering plants for growing Catherine Gautier

in farms, schoolgnstitutions and forestd'he nursery is now growing

20 food plants for butterfly larvaplants are available for gardens as well as to supplgne
interested in butterfliesSThenursery which is a nofor-profit enterpriseis alsousel as a
training center fosocial service groups learn about biodersity mnservation

In 2011, he garden was visited Isyudents from schools in MadurBiindigul, and Coimbatore
Sundar Agnu School, Madurad§ students and three teachekdunicipal High Schools
Genguvarpatfi(24 students with two stgff NSVV Schools, Pattiveeranpattl3 students and
one staff. Studentsvere taught to catdbutterflies,identify them and release them batk
nature.They were alstaught to fed and work withfood plans whereeach of théutterflies
was netted.

The rains have just startedanr hills and we will bglanting afull -fledgedbutterfly garden this
seasomwith an additionallO specieof food plantsdkaloid plants fomilkweedbutterflies and
nectar plants for flowering throbgutthe yearo

Students learning about air
pollution around the town of

Dindigul Common rose butterfly

Help Mr. Kannan protect wildlife in the Palni Hills. Go to www.forgottenchilren.net and
donate now.



http://www.forgottenchilren.net/

FORGOTTEN CHILDREM\NNUAL NEWSLETTER 2D 5

NOTES FROM KATHY WALSH

Kathy Walsh has been a Board Member for the past 9 nine y&haeswent to India to visit our
projectsHere is her repor2011 Summer Monitoring Triike por t f r oofDtedms Fi el d

After many years of collaboration wittORGOTTENCHILDREN | assumed that | fully

understood its ngsion, the implementation of iggojects, and the results that might be

reasonably achieved byl@av-budget, local noiprofit administered by welintentioned, hard

working volunteers. How wrong | waUntil | saw it for myself, | never would have imagined so
great a return for so little, so much accomplished through dedication, determination, energy, and
sheer pluckWe began our monitoring trip in Kodaikanal, where the welcome extended to us by
Saint X a \Girleor Hii sgSkcendary School was nothing less than overwhelming, and where
the extraordinarily capable, resourceful, and gentle administration @a8itha and the Sisters

of the Presentation Convent is measurably improving the lives and prospects of the poorest of the
poor. We interviewed most of the 50 students we support there, and listened as cgmfsdent

and young women told uleir dreams, rtaunlike the dreams of their peers in the industrialized
world. Though desperately poor, malnourished, and often orphaned, we s#darinlghat those
dreams, with support, cdiecome trugor some One graduate now teaches at the school. A

hotel employeewho recognized Francoistold us, beaming with pride, that his daughter, also a
graduate, now holds a responsible position in hospital administration. Another graduate manages
the hotel gift shop, competently interacting with an international clieatebedaily basis.

Micro-loans offerffamiliesthe possibility of selsufficiency through small business, provide

sources of emergency funding for the desperately poor, and contribute to community cohesion.
Members decide who should be funded filshsedon need and several women are planning

to pool their loans to make and market artisanal soaps while a group of men is studying the idea
of opening a small stationery shop. A miwan had enabled one member we met to obtain
needed surgery, and anothecipient was proud to welcome us to her burgeoning sari business.
She reported that she travels 13 hours by bus with her mother and toddler son to purchase
merchandise, which she marks up at less than $1.00 fanetré sari.

The educational coponentis a vital aspect dbelfHelp Grous, and mandatory monthly
meeting topics include HIV/AIDS, breast sellam, domestic violence, alcohol abuse, and
financial managementhe goups serve a number of widows, the most margiedlmembers

of society, andMen& Self-Help Groups include several men who are disabled, and thus unfit
for manualabor. Micro-loans restore their dignity in addition to providing them an opportunity
to earn a livelihood. Loan funds can be used to purchase goats or a cow teeganena¢, and

a visit to one of our cow recipients was more than convincing of the difficult lives in which
FORGOTTENCHILDREN intervenes. We climbed down steep terraced hills planted with
potatoes where our recipient family of 6 agricultuadlorerdives in a tiny, thatciroofed hut
clinging to a ledge with no water or electricity. They had moved 3 times in recent years, their hut
flooded out during the monsoon season, and when we met with her, the mother was just
returning fromtwo hoursof scavengingdr kindling which yielded a few tiny sticks. The
indomitable SrSahayam and our amazing social worker Selvi cover many miles daily on foot
over such temin, and are knowfor their organization and dgmic administration of the

groups.
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Kathy Walsh with Sr. Sahayam

In villages that may get water once a week, where there is no local medical care available, where
electricity, if it exists is sporadicFORGOTTENCHILDREN is changing lives. Every rupee is
stretched and received with enormous gratituda.Programme Day, the children danced, as did
several married women who defied tradition to do so, but wanted to demonstrate their
appreciation for thepportunities that FRGOTTEN CHILDRENhas provided. Tribal women
traveled for hours to pay their respects and share in the success of those who had repaid their
loans, as they were acknowledgeith a tin bowl wrapped in newspaper.

Our next stop was the Palni Hills Conseiwa Council in Tami Nadu, wherFORGOTTEN
CHILDREN contributesto conservation and educational efforts under tmehic leadership of
Mr. Kannan. A Ashoka FellowKannan igecognize for forest conservation, crggoduction,
protection of dwindlingvater supplyanddiversification of the rural economyif he Counci | 6s
activities include educating local faems and providing them with economidalstgrowing
saplings foreforesation Apiary and be&eeping are complementary activities and traingng
provided to local farmersllowingthem to derive livelihoods from production of honey and
beeswaxOver 5,000 farming families are involved in the work and have planted3dve

million saplings of diversepecies. As aesut, there has been both eathatic reduction in
damage tmld-growth forests and a significant recharging of water tables in thieilfeoThe
Council also locallyobbies for environmentally appropriateanagement of tourism to decrease
water pollution

| was so impressed byelgentle beauty of India, of the warmth of our welcome, and so gratified
by the success of all of the programs we visited and the efficiency with which they run,
administered, as they are, on a shoestring.

SUE REMINGTON GRANT

SusarRemington, age 89, died peacefully at home in Madison, Wisconsin, on June 21, 2011
surrounded by her family and friends. She was a strong supporter of FORGOTTEN CHILDREN

anda firm believer in itgnmission.Si gni fi cant contr i buttheweat®n i n Su.
of a Sue Remington Grant whiehll provide scholarships in the amount of $750.00 anntally

two studats for a tweyear period. The @ntwill allow underprivileged girls to study f@a

degree posgraduation fromhigh school. The studentdll be selected byur partner in India,

the Presentation Sisters in Kodaikanal, or anothespmofit organizationrecognzed by

FORGOTTEN CHILDREN. Grants will beonditional on an agreementth recipients.
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TEAM LEADERS : WOMEN WHO MAKE OUR WORK POSSIBLE IN
KODAIKANAL

Sr. Sahayam
Selvi (left) and Sr. Vanitha (right)

SHOPNEWS: SILK SCARVES FREE OF CHILD LABOR!

We visited Mr. S.Jeyaraj, Founder and DirectorRfl.D.E. (recommended in the Lonely Planet
Guide)in Kanchipuram, locatetivo hours from ChennaiKanchipuram is known fats ancient
temples andnagnificentsilk saris. R.l.D.Eoperates Bridge Schools of-35 children per

school. Studentsyho have been working in silk loom factories as bonded ¢abpare between
the ages of-d4. They often toifrom 6:00 a.m. until 6:00 p.m. with ligt or no rest and low
compensationWith RI.D.E. 6 s a sferithe firsatimeiretheir lives the students experience
the joys of childhood and gaabasic educationAfter attending shool for a year, RD.E.

placeschildrenin a government school where thegn complete their education.
On Mr. S. Jgarajd s r e c oanwewusitedatsiik shop- which does not use child laber

and puchasedsilk scarves All thescarves are handmadiedwith vegetake dyesand have
the name of an individuabeaver on it. Allprofit suppors the beautiful work of R.D.E.

Please go to our websitevww.forgottenchildren.net and shop!

Lavender Tangerine Sky
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